
Libraries from around the state have contributed 
material from their historical collections to 
create MeL Michigana. The Michigan eLibrary’s 
online gallery takes you into Michigan’s 
fascinating past through photos, diaries, and 
interviews — more than 50,000 items. 

 Archives of Michigan: Michigan Governors, 
Civil War soldiers of Michigan, Michigan 
lighthouses, and more

 Alpena County Library: the Thunder Bay 
Sanctuary Research Collection on Great Lakes 
maritime history

 Central Michigan University, Clarke 
Historical Library: panoramic maps

 Detroit Public Library: the Burton Historical 
Collection on early Detroit

 Library of Michigan: Michigan sheet music

 Loutit District Library: west Michigan oral 
histories

 Monroe County Library System: the War of 
1812 in Michigan

 Making of Modern Michigan, with 
contributions from 50+ Michigan libraries

 Portage District Library: the John Todd 
Photography Collection

 Superiorland Library Cooperative, with 
contributions from 12+ Upper Peninsula 
organizations

 University of Michigan Library for the 
Michigan Council of Library Directors: 
Michigan county histories

 Wayne State University Library 
System: Virtual Motor City — Detroit News 
photojournalism

 Western Michigan University Libraries: 
Civil War Diaries Collection

MeL Michigana has received generous support from:
 the State of Michigan, through the Library of Michigan—part of the 

Department of History, Arts, 
and Libraries
 the federal Library Services 

& Technology Act (LSTA), via 
the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services
 the many Michigan libraries 

preserving and sharing our 
history through MeL Michigana

Help us grow MeL Michigana!
Libraries all over the state have rich collections on Michigan’s fascinating 

history. Digitization makes the collections available 
worldwide, but it takes time and money. To help support the 
expansion of MeL Michigana, visit the Library of Michigan 
Foundation on the web: http://michigan.gov/lmfoundation

Printing of these promotional materials was made
possible by generous support from the Library of
Michigan Foundation.

www.mel.org/michigana

Digital collections
from the

Michigan eLibrary

50,000+ photos,
interviews, diaries,

and more!

MeL
Michigana

Illustrations: Cover: A panoramic view of St. Joseph, Michigan, in 1870. Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan University.  1 John McCalla wrote home from
Fort Winchester during the War of 1812. Monroe County Library System & Monroe 
County Historical Commission.  2 Beth El Synagogue in Detroit in the late 1800s. 
Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  3 Native Americans camped near 
the Au Sable River in the 1860s. Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
4 Two young women in ethnic dress in front of Detroit’s Delray Theatre. Burton 
Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  5 Corporal Kinchen Artis of Michigan’s 
First Colored Infantry. Archives of Michigan.  6 A baseball player is tagged out at 
Navin Field. Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  7 Birdie VanderWerk 
of Grant, Michigan, in the 1880s. Hekman Library, Calvin College.  8 Maple Street 
School in Holland, Michigan. Hekman Library, Calvin College.  9 Young boy in sailor 
suit, engrossed in reading. Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  
10 Sheet music for Hang Your Hat in Detroit. Library of Michigan.  11 A Remick 90 
from 1906. Detroit News Collection, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University.  
12 When school busing begins, parents and children greet Robinson School’s new 
students. Detroit News Collection, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University.  
13 Winter fun in Plymouth, Michigan. Plymouth Historical Museum & Plymouth 
District Library.  14 Printing the Greek weekly paper AŌHNAI in 1941. Detroit News 
Collection, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University.  Microphone: ©2008 
Jupiterimages Corporation.
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www.mel.org/michigana
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MeL Michigana—your window into Michigan’s past!


